[Therapeutic consequences of early detection of locoregional recurrences in breast cancer].
The value of follow-up investigations depends on the therapeutic consequences of early detection of recurrences and metastatic disease. After breast conservation early detection of recurrent disease by physical and apparative examinations has to be aimed for due to a possible curation by salvage surgery. Also in recurrences of the chest wall a great deal of local controls can be achieved when detected early and at smaller sizes. While axillary recurrences can be controlled by surgery and radiation therapy the prognosis is poor in the case of a supraclavicular and retrosternal lymph node involvement. Diagnostic and therapeutic options will be discussed for these five types of recurrences.